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EPA wants CB monitoring for drinking water
By Ken Ward Jr.

The Charleston Gazefte

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposal. if finalized. would not set a regulatory limit on C8, but would for the first time require monitoring for the chemical in the nation's public water supplies
C8 and five related chemicals were among 30 new substances the EPA proposed to require as part of its latest monitoring for what it calls “unregulated contaminants."

these contaminants will allow [the] EPA to better protect people's health."

C8 is another name for perfluorooctanoate acid, or PFOA. In West Virginia, DuPont has used CB since the 1950s at its Washington Works plant, south of Parkersburg. C8 is a processing agent used to make

eflon and other nonstic| ducts, oil-r r packading and stain-resistant textil

DuPont and other companies have reduced their emissions and agreed with the Bush administration on a voluntary phase-out of the chemical, but researchers remain concemed about a growing list of possible
health effects and about the chemical's presence in consumer products, as well as continued pollution from waste-disposal practices.

Researchers are findi i i i . Evi i i I 4 I linked C8 exposure to high

cholesterol, high levels of body chemicals linked to hypertension. cardiovascular disease. birth defects, high blood pressure and delaved puberty.
Federal regulators have not set a federal standard for its safety, but the Obama EPA has said it is considering doing so.

Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, the EPA requlates more than 90 contaminants. To keep its standards up t e, the EPA is required every five years to identify up to 30 unrequlated contaminants for

monitoring:

systems sening more than 10,000 people and at a representative number of systems sening fewer than that.

Reach Ken Werd Jr. al kw...@vwaazette.com or 304-348-1702.
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